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Abstract

This study is an attemp to investigate personal characteris-
tics, economic, social and psychological factors of farmer's housewife
group leaders, study factors affecting their participation in
agricultural extension work, prioritize the importance of partici-
pation and identify various problems and constraints concerning agri-
cultural extension activity.

Data collection has been conducted by simple random sampling

method from 190 farmer's housewife group leaders by the method of

mailed questionnaire.



From the research results, it has been found that most of
farmer 's housewife group leaders are in the middle ages, having four
years of formal education, possessing agriculture as main occupation,
earning income 100,000-20,000 Bsht per year per household and
occupying self-owned land in a small scale averaged 2.3 rai per
househcld. Most of them used to be the chairperson and committee
members of the housewife groups before, They have experienced
agricultural training, regularly contacted with extension agents,fully
trusted with extension agents, thoroughly realized the objectives of
agricultural extension policy and having positive expectation of life.

Agricultural extension activities that farmer's housewife
group leaders have highly participéted are : village development
decision making, information tfansfer to neighbours, meeting attendance
and informaticon gatheriné. Other activities include extension project
cooperation, advisory services for neibouring farmers, transfer of new
technology to neighbours, project planning énd showing opinions,
meeting at the meeting place, demonstration plot cooperation and
consultancy with subject matter specialists.

Concerning to the relationship between the participation of
fFarmer 's housewife group leaders and various factors (personal charac-
teristics., economic, social and psychological), it is found that
agricultural extension activity participation being highly associated
with the recognition of the importance of -agricultural extension

policy, trustworthy of extension agents and positive expectation of




life. This means that farmer’'s housewife group Ileaders tend to
participate more in agricultural extension activity if they realize
or understand the objectiveslof agricultural extension work. The
objectives of agricultural extension are to serve the problemns and
needs of the local pecple, to help the people to help themselvés and
to mobilise the farmers to organize themselves to do agribusiness in
the rural areas. Trustworthy of extension agents enables the farmer's
housewife groups to participate more with ﬁgricultural extension,
because they will feel free and happy discussing problems with
agricultural extension agent and, at the same time, extension  agents
must.  be knowledgeable, skillful and relisbhle. In addition, housewife
group leaders who have strong desire‘and positive expectation of life
" (for example, to be well known and outstanding in the community) tend
to participate with agriculturﬁl extension activity more than others,

Most problems &and constraints faced by farmer's housewife
group leaders are lack of equipments, lack of understanding in
agricultural extension and agribusiness and agricultural policy does
not respond with the .needs of the rural people (especially the
housewife groups?.

As a consequence, it is recommended that agricultural
extension work has to regpond with the problems and needs of people
so that they would adopt agricultural innovations easily and willingly.
Agricultural extension agénts (especially home economists) have to

know how to .approach local people, being reliable and ambitious



in doing extension work. This means that agricultural extension
agents must be diligent and always brush up their knowledge so that
they would be highly regarded by housewife groups. Moreover,Department

of Agricultural Extension of Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives

should organize housewife group campaign in order to search for

out.standing housewife group leaders. If this can be done,then farmer's

housewife group leaders would participate more with agricultural

extension activity in the future.
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