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Abstract

Studies on propagation of Hydrangea macrophylla Thunb. by

means of tissue culture on MS (1962) agar medium showed that the
optimal concentration of IBA at 0.05 mg/l combined with BAP at 2.25
mg/l providing 2.2 new shoots. Average shoot height was 1.06 cm.
Suitable concentrations of coconut milk and sucrose were 10% (volume/
volume) and 3% (weight/volume) respectively. The top of shootlets
grown on the medium devoided of coconut milk showed yvellowish green
leaves, whereas those obtained from a coconut milk-containing medium

provided green leaves. Shoot explant divided longitudinally in halves



is the most suitable cultured explant providing 2.8 new shoots/explant.
NAA. kinetin and GA: were not essential for culturing Hydrangea
macrophylla Thunb. for propagation. GAz showed adverse effect on
reducing shootlet qualityv. The most suitable temperature for
propagation was 28 C. The temperature range tested at 22, 26 and 28 C
had no effect on inducing vitrification. But dividing technique i.e.
dividing the cultured explant into four longifudinally pieces resulting

in producing new abnormal vitrified leaves.



