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Abstract

The objectives of this study on “Social Class and Political Participation Behavior: The
Comparative Study of Middle and Lower Classes in Mueang Chiang Mai District, Chiang Mai
Province” were as follows: 1) to investigate the attitude toward politics of the middle and lower
classes; 2)to study their behavior in political participation and 3) to compare their attitudes and
their behavior in political participation using a questionnaire distributed to a sample group of 400
people: 200 from the middle class and 200 from the lower class. The former consisted of
government officials, employees of the state enterprises, companies and small business
entrepreneurs, whereas the latter consisted of labor workers in the industrial sectors and other
non-formal labor workers (generally hired laborers and farmers).

The study results showed that people of the middle and lower classes had a different
attitude toward politics in three areas: 1) in terms of their admiration of the Phuea Thai Party, the
middle class people’s attitude was at the “uncertain” level while that of the lower class people
was at the “highly against” level; 2) in terms of their admiration of the Prachatiphat (Democratic)
Party, the attitude of the middle class people was at the “certain” level while that of the lower
class people was at the “disagree” level and 3) in terms of equal rights in politics, the middle class
people’s attitude was at the “highly agree” level. Their behavior in political participation was
different in two areas: 1) regarding keeping up with politics through the media such as television,
newspapers and the Internet, the political participation of the middle class people was at the

“high” level and that of the lower class people was at the “middle” level; 2) regarding exercising



their rights in electing the members to the parliament and the senators, the middle class people
participated at the “highest” level while the lower class people participated at a “high” level.

The comparison of their attitudes toward politics and their political participation
behavior was done by t-test and was found to be of a statistical significance at the .05 level. It
was found that social class had an impact on the attitudes in that politics affected their lives,
social class affected their attitude toward the administration of the Phuea Thai Party and the
Democratic Party . Social class affected their attitudes on the rights and freedom to criticize the
government as well as their behavior in keeping up with politics through the media. In addition,
social class affected their behavior in exercising their right to vote for members of parliament and
senators, their assisting the candidates in the election, attending political meetings, becoming
members of a party or political group. Social class also affected fund raising or contributions to

support a political party or group.



