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Abstract

The study “People’s Participation in Watershed Management: A Case Study of
Mae Kuang Watershed Community, Chiang Mai Province™ has as its objectives to examine from
2000 — 2009 villager’s participation in watershed management near the Mae Kuang Watershed.
The study included villager’s participation in the problems by searching, reasoning and
determining the needs for watershed management. They also participated in the planning, the
operation, the benefits, and the evaluation of the project. A secondary objective was to study what
effects the watershed management had on the physical and economic wellbeing of the
community. Using qualitative research, the instruments for gathering data were interviews and
observations by the person or agent who joined the network of the watershed conservation groups
and officials from the government. The population sample was 22 individuals.

The study of how people participated in the management found the process of solving
problems by searching, reasoning and determining the needs for watershed management.
The combination study participants and community leaders then brought these to
the community’s awareness. They taught the concept and ideology to encourage people’s
participation by using the forum of meetings to share their experience in a continuous learning
process. In the process of planning, the community brought a problem to leaders to develop
a plan together to fix the problem. In the process of operation, people in the community took
turns to participate according to their interest in the yearly activities. In the process of reaping

the benefits, the mutual interests of the community were aired both in short-and long-term



benefits to the community. For the process of evaluation, the Mae Kuang River Basin
Conservation Network Group was made responsible for evaluating all the projects and activities.
The study of the impact of watershed management found that the physical condition
of the forest as a whole was better for each passing year: Erosion of the soil decreased, land and
forest was properly allocated, and the economy of the community increased to a median income
of households of 10.3 percent and the average yield of all crops increased. Although the increase
of agricultural production was not only caused by the people's participation in watershed

management, it was one of the factors responsible for increasing crop yields.



