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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study on “Local Political Participation of Pga K nyau in
Bankad Tambon Administrative Organization, Amphoe Mae Sariang, Changwat Mae Hong Son”
were to study 1) the knowledge and understanding of the people of the Pga K’nyau, in the area of the
Bankad Tambon Administrative Organization about local politics, 2) the local political participation
of this group of people, 3) the problems and obstacles that prevent their participation in local politics.
The sample group consisted of the Pga K’nyau tribal people who had a right to vote, the community
and local leaders. The data was obtained through a questionnaire and interviews.

The study revealed that most of the subjects were male between 36-44 yeas of age who were
married and had a primary education. Their main profession was agriculture with an income of less
than 5,001 Baht. Their overall understanding and knowledge about political participation was at a
moderate level. For example, they knew about checking their names on the list of eligible voters, the
number of members of the local council they could vote for and the qualifications of voters. Most of
them participated in politics at a high level, especially when it concerned voting for the president/
members of the Tambon Administrative Organization, village head men. Their participation was at a
moderate level in such areas as attending the candidates' policy explanation and protesting against
irregularities or dishonesty in the election.

The community and local leaders felt that the Pga K’nyau people highly trusted their leaders
and they tended to go along with community and local leaders. Therefore, their political participation
and level of understanding and knowledge about local politics could be influenced by the trust in the
leaders which have been publicized through various channels. Their faith and confidence in the

community leaders made them follow the majority of the people in the community.



