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ABSTRACT

This research on economic self-reliance of the disabled in Mueang District of
Chiang Mai Province has the objectives to examine the level of self-reliance in economic
aspect among targeted handicapped individuals and identify the problems and obstacles in
their self-reliance endeavor. Data and information were collected by questionnaire
interview from samples of persons disabled from physical immobility in Chiang Mai city
area.

The study on the level of economic self-reliance revealed most of the disabled
interviewed reported they could manage to get enough for subsistence level from trying to
learn new things for occupational application (91.30%) and making adequate income for
buying daily life necessities (56.70%). However some still faced financial problems due
to the imbalance between income and expenditure (60.70%) and remained worrying about
their financial status (56.30%). It was noteworthy that those disabled engaged in selling
government lotteries reported they felt content with their present occupation (46.30%) and
thought that the burden to take care of the disabled did not have to be shouldered by
government and society forever (63.30%)

The factors constraining the economic self-reliance efforts of the disabled were
found to be inconvenience in getting selling places especially among those selling
government lotteries, the lack of credit source for carrying out economic activities, limited
facilities for the handicapped in transportation modes as well as buildings, and

additionally many business establishments did not perceive the human value and



importance of the disabled nor recognize adequately the latter’s capability while they
generally did not open the opportunities for the disabled to be employed their barring the

latter from working fully at their potential



