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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to make an understanding of “Khon Mueang” in their process of
‘home-making’ and of their ways of life. The group of people in question has relocated
themselves to live in Baan Jad San (housing development) in the vicinity of Chiang Mai
Metropolitan Area. The study undertakes the whole process of their settlement beginning from
searching for appropriate locations to moving into newly constructed houses. It focuses
paticularly on how they, being residents in ‘the new village’, created and recreated home/place
building which include innovation, decoration, transformation, etc. to make houses their homes.
The process also entails the social aspect, e.g., house-warming ceremony and other rituals.
All these are to make their new abodes the sites of happy living, and their homes as defined
by themselves. The study shows that there is no uniformity in the overall picture, rather the whole
process reflect a variety of different families whose ways of life are embedded in their respective
specific activities, outlook and background.

More often than not, houses in Baan Jad San are built according designs whose
‘sizes fit all’. Try as the architects and the contractors might, the designs are patterned according
to their “ideal” (in the Weberian sense of the term) families and lifestyles. This generality is

rather far from being compatible with the specificity of each family. To make the physical



building meet the requirement, the re-creation of the houses is called for. It is a composite task;
namely adaptation, redecoration, renovation. This process of modification could begin as soon as
the house buyers move in, or whenever their financial resources and other considerations permit.
Apparently the process points to the management of space to suit the owner’s desires
and everyday life activities. Analytically, it expresses their meanings of home, their ideology
underpinning the use of space, which is frequently framed by their previous abodes and home
villages/towns. Furthermore how the space is supposed to be used is a question very much hinges
on gender relations, the hierarchical order, (in) articulate beliefs, etc. within the family. Therefore
the transition of the ‘physical house’ into ‘social home’ is at the same time the definition of
social space. It is the space which expresses power relation, ideology of patriarchy and seniority.

In addition to the consideration at the household level, the study also embarks on the
collective lives in the recently-constructed village. There have been various attempts to form
‘the sentiment of shared community’ within Baan Jad San. The formation takes different kinds of
social bonding. It is not necessarily realized between and among those within the adjacent
neighborhoods. Education, socio-economic status, workplace, membership of the past education
institution, and also, temperament, come to play. Moreover, common daily activities such as
shopping, shared dining, inclination of entertainment, etc. could also be the factors of association,
durable or otherwise.

The former social ties with those in their previouse residences, generally speaking,
have not been discontinued. It can even be said that, for many, their urbanized ways of life
are still linked with the ways and people in the rural settings. The thesis may offer an analytical
picture of emerging lower strata of ‘the middle class’. The means to achieve it is through the
windows of their homes, which is subject to social bearings and constantly modified to their

physical as well as social requirements.



