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ABSTRACT

This study had four objectives as follows:

1. To analyze the performance on child rights protection of the Chiang Mai Child
Protection Rights Committee according to The Convention of Child Rights and the Child Rights
Protection Act, B.E. 2546.

2. To survey the opinions of the relevant persons about the strong and the weak points
of linkage of the work on child rights protection.

3. To survey the problems, obstacles and limitations in the operation according to the
principles and guidelines of the child rights protection work faced by the Chiang Mai Child
Protection Rights Committee.

4. To Study the appropriateness of the role, the structure and the power of the Chiang
Mai Child Protection Rights Committee.

The study was a qualitative research for in depth information using structured
interviews as the tool to collect the data from 20 target samples comprising associate judges from
the Juvenile and Family Court, Chiang Mai, Judges and former Judges from the Juvenile and
Family Court of Chiang Mai, representatives of non-government organizations, Child and Youth
networks, private sectors who dealt with child and youth work, officials from the Reformatory

Probation Officers as well as parents and the children with behavior and life problems.



The results of the study were as follows:

1. The performance of the Chiang Mai Child Protection Rights Committee was done in
cooperation with some government sectors. Their capability to protect children depended on
some limited groups, specifically those in the urban area consisting of; the Child and Family
Shelter, Chiang Mai Province, a remanding home under the Child Protection Act, B.E. 2546, with
the Chiang Mai Boy Home, Viang Ping Infant Home and children aided by the committee were a
limited number of homeless children and orphans in the area. Children in other districts had not
received appropriate aid due to the attitude of the government sectors regarding these children as
problem causers instead of being victims who need help. Therefore, most children and youth,
especially those in the high risk group who had not been put into the aid systems and were under
the protection of some groups of people or non-government organizations instead of being under
the protection of the Chiang Mai Child Protection Rights Committee, which made them receive
very little support or care.

2. The Chiang Mai Child Protection Rights Committee had a strong point due to its
belonging to a large city with many relevant sectors at the regional and district levels as well as
non-government organizations, both domestic and international ones to support their work. The
committee, however, had a major weak point due to its involving many offices causing it to lack a
clear host or responsible agent. Moreover, the chairman of the present committee was the
Governor of Chiang Mai Province who tended to have little time to pay attention to motivating
the work to achieve its goals causing the committee to lack connections with other sectors.
Moreover, the other sectors lacked the information about the work of the Child Protection Rights
Committee.

3. It was found that the problems and obstacles of the Chiang Mai Child Protection
Rights Committee were similar to those of other government sectors. These were such problem as
a lack of budget, staff shortage, personnel lacking knowledge and devotion for their work, a lack
of constant coordination and the persons who attended the meetings had no authority to make
decisions. All of these factors hindered the committee from achieving its goals.

4. The appropriateness of the projects of the Chiang Mai Child Protection Rights
Committee required its organization structure to be of an autonomous status directly responsible

by a provincial level unit with a legal power to seek cooperation from other sectors and to have a



budget directly allocated to the unit with enough power for its responsibility. Moreover, the
government and all levels of governmental sectors must agree that it is the mutual responsibility
that all parties must see child rights protection as a national agenda at the same level of
significance as that for the declaration of war against drugs to boost the people’s responsibility in

taking care of their children.



