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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “People's Participation Resulted from Decentralization to Local
Governments: A Case Study of Mueang Mae Hong Son District, Mae Hong Son Province”
contained three main objectives which were to examine the level of people’s participation in
decentralization to local governments, to investigate factors supporting people’s participation in
decentralization to local governments, and to explore problems and obstacles of people’s
participation in decentralization to local governments. This study was a quantitative and
qualitative research that employed a questionnaire and a structural interview schedule as
instruments. The sample of this study was 397 people in Mueang Mae Hong Son District and 8
employees of the Local Administrative Organizations in Mueang Mae Hong Son District.

According to the study, regarding people’s participation in decentralization to local
governments, people in the community joined in considering, thinking and deciding whether the
community should have or do some sorts of public utilities. They also joined in inspecting,
watching and giving opinions toward the public utilities performance of the local governments.
Besides, when they detected problems or obstructions from the community’s public utilities, they
would report to the local government.

Factors supporting people’s participation in decentralization to the local governments
in terms of the government’s roles were that the local administrative organizations arranged

activities, projects and public utilities corresponding to people’s demand, disseminated



information on activities, plans and projects continuously, raised consciousness of sense of
belonging for people to protect and take good care of the community’s public utilities.

In the light of people, the majority of them loved and looked after their
community/locality. They cooperated in expressing their opinions and their necessity with regard
to public utilities arrangement and joining in solving corruption problem because it would cause
the loss of budget for local development.

Problems obstructed people’s participation in decentralization to local governments
were that people did not know and understand their roles and duties in community development

and were not interested in participating with the local governments in community development.



