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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “Role of Senators and the Understanding of People in Chiang Mai
Province” had two main objectives which were 1) to examine the roles of senators in Chiang Mai
Province in reality and from the understanding of people in Chiang Mai Province; and 2) to
compare the roles of senators in Chiang Mai Province in reality and from the understanding of
people in Chiang Mai Province. Data were collected through questionnaire from 200 eligible
voters in Muang District, Chiang Mai Province and through interview schedule from 5 senators in
Chiang Mai Province.

According to the study, it was found that the majority of people were aware of the
senators’ roles in a medium level. To clarify, the role that people noticed was their designation of
the King to appoint the Election Commissioner. However, it was not certain that people realized
the role of the senators in dismissing Members of Parliament, Senators, President of the Supreme
Court, President of the Constitutional Court, President of the Supreme Administrative Court, and
the Attorney General.

Additionally, the findings revealed that the genuine role of senators in Chiang Mai
Province in political aspect was appointing the Election Commissioner, Ombudsmen, and
members of National Human Rights Commission. In terms of an economic aspect, the senators
played a role in inspecting the corruption of the Dried Longan Mortgage Project and the

elimination of the poor problem. In a social aspect, the senators played a role in inspecting the



State Enterprises and the Public Sector as well as investigating the problems of eradication of
influential people.

However, the senators were not able to discharge the Prime Minister, Ministers,
Members of Parliament, Senators, President of the Supreme Court, President of the Constitutional
Court, President of the Supreme Administrative Court, and the Attorney General. This was due
to the fact that senators were controlled by the Executive Body resulting to the non autonomy in
making decisions and the Executives’ inspection in many areas.

The senators’ actual role that people noticed was the role in designating the King to
appoint the Election Commissioners and Judges of the Supreme Administrative Court. People

also knew that the senators did not play a role in detaching the Premier and the Ministers.



