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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the economic, social, political, and local
administrative roles of Ton Pao Municipality as well as its problems and obstacles in local
development. The researcher used a questionnaire to collect the data from 379 people living in Ton
Pao municipality area. The results showed that:

1. People required politics and local administration, economy, and society to be
developed respectively.

2. People were satisfied with Ton Pao municipality’s economic responsiveness at a low
level. The samples were satisfied with social responsiveness at a middle level. They were satisfied
with politics and local administration at a low level.

3. People required the municipality to solve economic problems by supporting the
development of handicraft products’ quality; promoting handicraft-based tourism; solving
environmental problems caused by handicraft factories; organizing workshops/seminars on the
topic of business administration and management for external market competition; and publicizing
and searching for handicraft products distribution channel. On social aspects, they needed support
for students and youth education on technology; physical exercise programs for public; and
traditional cultural activities in each village. On political and local administrative aspects, they

required more people’s participation in municipal administration.



