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ABSTRACT
The objectives of this research were to study the knowledge and understanding of the
communities in Chiang Khong District regarding the Border Economic Zone Project; to examine
the readiness of the comumunities in Chiang Khong District in managing the overlapping border
economic zone; and to investigate impacts of the border economic zone policy on the overlapping

border economic zone management.

Qualitative study was conducted as a methodology of this study. Data were collected
from related document and interviews with 20 persons, consisting of officials and community

leaders associated with the Border Economic Zone in Chiang Khong District.

It was found that the majonty of the respondents believed that the communities in

Chiang Khong District were not ready for the overlapping border economic zone management.

Factors affecting the inappropriateness of the overlapping border economic zone
management of the communities in Chiang Khong District were the low level of the communities’
knowledge and understanding in the Border Economic Zone Project, the strength of the
communities and the participation of the communities. Besides, due to the uncertainty of the
border economic zone policy, the readiness of the relevant agencies in creating protecting
measures from the project’s impact, and the sample’s thought about the likely impact from the
Border Economic Zone Project, the sample contended that the communities were not ready for the

overlapping border economic zone management.



