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ABSTRACT

This independent study aimed to explore political knowledge level and opinion
regarding political participation of women in Meng Rai sub-district, Chiang Mai municipality.

The study was conducted by the distribution of questionnaire to specific 398 women
who owned the legal right to join in the election, and lived in Meng-Rai sub-district. The
collected data was, then, analyzed by the application of frequency, percentage, means, and
standard deviation. Hereafter were the results of study.

Most women in Meng Rai sub-district knew that the election was appointed to be the
duty of Thai people, but did not know whom the authority for dissolving a parliament belonged
to. However, based upon the overall view, the political knowledge of women in Meng Rai sub-
district was rated at a moderate level only. From the study, those women mentioned about their
recent opinions regarding the political aspect that there were a lot of dispute among politicians,
without any concern if it would cause negative effect to the whole country. They, anyhow, still
believed that Thai political trend should be better soon.

Moreover, it was found that women in Meng Rai sub-district usually, or somehow,
often got involve in the political aspects namely using rights for vote, discussing about political
issues, and encouraging other people to go for vote. Nevertheless, the result of study pointed out
that the participation of those women, in the overall picture, was rated at a low level. According
the finding of analysis on factors affecting political participation, it indicated that faith given to
political system, and desire to enhance and promote the democratic system were engaged in this
issue. In addition, the result of analysis on political knowledge and understanding, political
opinion, and political participation was summarized that women in Meng Rai sub-district mostly

held the common political culture more than the participating political culture.



