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ABSTRACT

This independent study is designed to study the entering to social, business and
political roles of leading ladies in Upper Northern Thailand, and to analyze the factors supporting
and obstructing their entering to such roles.

Sampling units for the study cover three groups of the leading ladies in the Upper
North region, five from each group. The first group consists of the ladies who are engaged in
social welfare services; the second group includes the ladies who have business or economic role;
and the third group approaches the ladies who deal with political role at local or national level.
Data for the study were collected by means of in-depth interview, and the obtained data were
analyzed, the results of which revealed as follows:

1) The first group’s entry to the social, business and political roles was made possible
by giving continuous helps to the underprivileged, the suffered, or the socially deprived. Though
knowing for sure that they could not help all of them, they tried to perform their duty as expected
by themselves or society. The second group reached out to this role by creating or taking over
business, and tried continuously to create new products of good quality until they are wanted by
both Thai and foreign customers. At the same time, they also helped society in terms of the social
welfare service. And the third group of northern leading ladies had access to these roles by
acquainting themselves with the public through their knowledge and capability in their own
business or through relationship with political party until an individual person or a group of
persons persuaded them to enter to politics. After entering to the politics, they tried to play their
roles or maintain their status quo.

2) There are two similar factors supporting three groups of the leading ladies to enter
to the aforesaid roles: they are family and business groups. Some factors may be meaningful only
for a certain group, while some others did not have any impact, or had very little. On the contrary,
people in the same circle, close associates or canvassers are deemed detrimental to the entering to
the above-mentioned roles of three groups of the so-called ladies. Yet, fund access or acquisition

is also an obstacle to the entering to those roles of the second group of such ladies.





