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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “Limitation of Community Radio Establishment and
Implementation” has the following objectives: 1) to study the structures of community radio
stations in Ban Hong District, Lamphun Province and in San Patong District, Chiang Mai
Province, 2) to study the processes of radio stations in Ban Hong District, Lamphun
Province and in San Patong District, Chiang Mai Province, and 3) to study the constraints
of community radio establishment and implementation.

This research employed in-depth interview of related persons of Ban Hong
District, Lamphun Province and San Patong District, Chiang Mai Province, totally 10 samples,
consisting of the executive president of the operational point, administrators and program
producers. The results of study are as follows:

Both stations got all equipment supports from the Non-governmental
Organizations (NGOs) and broadcast jointly on 89.70 frequency. The San Patong Community
Radio Station was established upon the farmer’s problems, while the Ban Hong Community
Radio Station was founded by the group of “Khon Huk Ban Hong” (people who love Ban
Hong). In the beginning, they used the public space in Lamphun Radio Station as the
endowment of their radio station. After that, both stations established collaborations with the
network of 15 northern provinces to found a project of community strengthening by utilizing a

radio station for the NGOs, which had the same establishment process.



The problems of ownership and broadcasting operation. The media reformation
has not yet been in much progress. Though there are the Article 40 of the Constitution of
Thailand and the Radio Frequency Allocation Act, including the B.E. 2543 Radio Stations,
Televisions and Telecommunication Management, and the National Broadcasting Act, the
Television Committee has not yet been formed. Therefore, everything has been vague, unclear
and there is no allocation of radio frequency for the people. The will of the Article 40 of the
Constitution is incomplete. The people are not confident in the real ownership and reluctant
about the future.

The problems resulted from politics. Even though both stations had specified that
there would be no political interference, but most of the programs broadcasted are mainly on
entertainment and general topics that are not related to political issues well as the
overlapped interests that reflected the freedom of speech according to the democratic
principles. The structure of programs seem to follow commercial or mainstream
programs, which cannot clearly reflect the community radio or alternative radio.

The problems owing to the budget. Both stations encountered the
insufficient budget. Currently, they mobilize the resources from their members by organizing
many activities such as holding Buddhist ceremonies, sports charity, donating music CD, etc.
However, there are long-term problems that need to be solved especially if they want to buy
all new equipments to replace the old ones.

The technical equipment in producing programs. The equipment and the
location of both stations are under the standard of requirements. The staffs lack the skills in

producing radio programs.
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