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ABSTRACT

This study is designed to examine and analyze the present Thai “commercial medicine” and to

find if the “health insurance for all” can successfully solve the problem of such commercial medicine.

Data collection for the study is conducted through the structured interview held with many
persons, such as administrators, service personnel in the health insurance for all, and the non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). The data obtained are analyzed in compliance with the
conceptual framework of the study set up earlier. The findings are presented by means of description

and analytical summary.

According this research, it revealed that the so-called health insurance cannot solve the
problem of commercial medicine because the influence of globalization and capitalism spread all over
the world and penetrated all occupations, regardless of medical treatments which have been socially

accepted as occupation strongly controlled by its ethical norms.

The modern medicine as well as the specialized medicine seems to completely monopolize
both techniques and a know-how in this career. The government has not directly controlled the

medical practice or occupation since the authority to control a large number of physicians has been



assigned to the Medical Board of Thailand. Additionally, the medicinal career is highly looked upon
in the society, but the physicians concerned are not sufficient for medical services. Therefore, it is

rather impossible to control the standard of medical etiquette.

In addition, there are different factors prone to result in the aforesaid commercial medicine,
such as personnel, bureaucratic system, politics, law, society, economics and geographical features,

etc.

From this study there would be some suggestions, such that in issuance of any laws, rules or
public policies the government should primarily think of the public participation, honesty, social
obligations and their effectiveness. This will significantly lead to a successful solution of the
commercial medicine or socioeconomic and political problems, both at national and international

levels.



