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Abstract

The objective of this study was to study the problems of election law enforcement to
substantiate the clean and fair election. This research was done through the attitude of the Chiang
Mai provincial election commission, the Chiang Mai provincial officer, the candidates of election
for members of the parliament and senate as well as the non-governmental organizations who
inspected the general election in Chiang Mai province. The people who participated in the interview
were 6 members of Chiang Mai provincial election commission, 2 Chiang Mai provincial officer, 3
candidates of election for members of the parliament and senate as well as 4 members of the non-
governmental organization who inspected the general election in Chiang Mai province. The
employed tool for this research was a set of questionnaires, set up by the author. The findings of this
research were as follows:

1) The majority of the Chiang Mai provincial election commission agreed that the B.E.
2540 constitution, article 145 (3) had problems in the enforcement. Besides, the majority of the
Chiang Mai provincial election officers opined that the B.E. 2540 constitution, article 147(2) had
problems in the enforcement. Furthermore, the B.E. 2541 act of the member of the parliament and
senate election article 40, 43, 63 and 111 also had problems in the enforcement. It was hard to
perform the inspection to find the truth as well as the decision of the election problems and disputes,
especially, the phase “there were evidences to believe that...” was very difficult to define because

there were no clarification in the meaning, limitation and the methods. Another problem was that,



the election commission did not pay enough attention on the inspection of the payment of the
candidates of the election. Even though there were budgets allocated for the NGOs to perform the
inspection, however, it was not effective. The election commission did not have enough staffs to
effectively perform the work. Therefore, the election was not clean and fair.

2} The majority of the candidates of election for the member of the parliament and senate
agreed that the B.E. 2541 act of the member of the parliament and senate election article 28 and 29
had problems in the enforcement. It was because the election commission had to depend on local
registration officers in making the list of the voters. The number of the voters were tremendously
increasing because it was the first time that the Thais who were over 18 years old can vote,
Therefore, there were problems in the righteous and there was not enough time to examine. Some
candidates and parties transferred people for the benefit of the election, therefore the election was
not clean and fair.

3) The majority of the NGOs who inspected the election of the members of the parliament
and senate in Chiang Mai province agreed that the B.E. 2540 constitution article 147 (2) had
problems in the enforcement. It was because the phase “there were evidences to believe that...”
was very difficult to define because there were no clarification in the meaning, limitation and the

methods, therefore the election was not clean and fair.



