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Abstract

The study of morphology, nest and development of

Carebara ¢astanea Sm, started with collecting larvae, pupae and
th

adults of Carebara castanea Sm. during 6" March 1982 to 20

April 1983, Adults of (. castanes Sm. were taken from holes in
the ground while they were about to go out for a nuptial flight
in May 1982. The iarvae eand pupae were dug from the underground
nests approxXimately at the rate of one nest per month in Lampang

province.

There are three castes of C. castanes Sm, : fema-
les, males aﬁd workere, PFemale is darkbrown, shining, and 1,89
cm, long, with large compound eyes and three ocelli, antenna 1is’
10-~jointed, elbowed, mandibles are large, robust and the mastica=
fory margin dentaté, thorax is large, consists of two pairs of
wings with veins_rather obmolete, moderate and long legs, there

+

are two nodesg of pedicel, the 1S node is high, with very large




gaster, Male is yellowish brown, shining, 1.25 cm, long, with
large compound eyes and three ocelli, antenna is 13=jointed
and longer than female's short scape ihdistinctly elbowed, man-

dibles with sharp teeth, thorax is smaller than female's and

there are wings and legs similar to female's, there are two
nodes of pedicel, 1St is not so high as female's, gaster =~ is
————————ayaly—stightly-depressed——andcurvedy; genttelis aredevelopeds:——————

Worker is pale yellow, 2.1 mm, long, with large head, eyes and
ocelli are absent, antenna is 9-~jointed, similar to female's,
mandibles are strong, with sharp teeth similar to male's, tho-
rax is smaller then head, no wings, gaster is oval; no genita~

lia,

The nests of C. castanea Sm., are in dry soil
about 11-15% cm. deep, 10-31 cm. wide and rather spherical in
shape. The nests may be cave ox shelfing type wifh 7=-2T7 shelves.
Males and females do not live in the same nest and their nests
are not in the same place, Inside the nest, there are lafge
numbers of workey larvae, pupae and adults but female é.nd male
larvae appear in Pebruary and March only. These larvae will

: develop t0 be pupae and adults in March and April. Adults of
female and male will go out from the nests for nuptial fiight

during May to June.




