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ABSTRACT

An independent study entitled Effects of Election Campaigns through Facebook and
Twitter on Chiang Mai University Students in General Elections B.E. 2554 has three objectives,
i.e. to study how political parities use Facebook and Twitter in their election campaigns; to study
how Facebook and Twitter campaign affect Chiang Mai University students; and to assess the
future trend for using online media in election campaigns.

This study employs quantitative research methodology. Data were collected from 400
Chiang Mai University students who are eligible for vote in 2554 B.E. Findings show that students
use the Internet in their everyday lives especially to use the Internet for social media such as MSN,
Facebook, Twitter. Research finds student learn about political news from online media through
Facebook sharing or Twitter tweeds.

Considering political awareness during the election campaign period, the research
discovers that online media can reach more students than traditional media of which make

political news and information reach greater number of students faster.



