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ABSTRACT

The study “Problems of Recidivism of Youth’s Drugs Abuse in The Regional
Juvenile Vocational Training Centre 7, Chiang Mai Province” aimed to 1) study causes of the
problems and obstacles in solving the problems of recidivism of youth’s drugs abuse in the
Regional Juvenile Vocational Training Centre 7, Chiang Mai Province; and 2) find out guidelines
to prevent and solve the problems of recidivism of youth’s drugs abuse in the present and future.
This study employed qualitative research methodology (in-depth interview). The participants in
the study were 25 youth recidivists in drugs abuse as well as 33 administrators and officers from
the Regional Juvenile Vocational Training Centre 7, Chiang Mai Province.

The study revealed that the causes of the problems and the obstacles in solving the
problems of recidivism of youth’s drugs abuse in this Regional Juvenile Vocational Training
Centre were 1) personal problems of the youths, and 2) problems related to the operations of the
Regional Juvenile Vocational Training Centre 7, Chiang Mai Province. The followings are the
personal problems of the youths:

1) At personal level, the recidivism of youths was caused by the self-control factors.
These youths had low level of self-control and they were risk takers, self-centred and hot-

tempered. Besides, other factors at personal level were social bond and differential association.



These youths were related to their social environment and, thus, had friends who were also long-
term recidivists.

2) For the external factors, there were problems in terms of community and
environment contexts. Because the youth recidivists lived in an inappropriate environment and
community, for example, the areas with high risks of violating the laws and assembling for
unlawful purposes. Also, these areas had drug problems. Furthermore, the parents of these
children did not have permanent jobs, thus, these children were neglected. The parents, for
instance, were not strict with the children or did not have severe punishments.

For the problems caused by the factors of the administration of the Regional Juvenile
Vocational Training Centre 7, Chiang Mai Province, it was found that there were problems
related to personnel issues. There were no laws or regulations supporting the officers to follow the
youths after being released from the Centre. Furthermore, the officers, from various divisions, did
not have trainings to update their knowledge and work skills to keep up with the development of
drug abuses and the development of the country. Also they did not have any opportunity to work
with other external organizations. In addition, there were insufficient amount of officers. In terms
of problems related to the operation of the Regional Juvenile Vocational Training Centre 7,
Chiang Mai Province, the data pointed out that there were many causes of recidivism. For
example, some aspects of the operational system of the Centre were not efficient including low
information technology and evaluation system caused by the insufficient funding. Another cause
was a lack of information technology personnel, follow-up after the evaluation from the
administrators, as well as the treating, curing and problem solving operational systems. Though
there were clear strategic plans, there were problems in practice caused by the interference of too
many activities from external organizations or networks which affected the sufficiency and

effectiveness of the system.



