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ABSTRACT

Many election clauses and other election involving laws according to the spirit and
intentions of the constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2550 had a main purpose in
making political transformation at both national and local levels. One of the constitution-
involving issues that were important to the election of local administrator was the local
administrator selection process needed to be revealing, clean, unbiased, and concurring with the
spirit and intentions of this constitution.

The study of factors involving the political competition from the municipality elections
in Tambon Mae Pang, Phrao district, Chiang Mai province had the purpose of studying involving
factors, election patterns and campaigning methods of the candidates. The qualitative research
method was used and divided in two sections; one was a document study in order to learn
concepts, theories, regulations, laws, research results about elections, and involving research
documents. Another one was a field study to get information from the site area. The researcher
interviewed local administrator election-involving target groups consisting of 40 mayor candidates
and councilors by using questionnaires. The study results were as followed.

1. Campaign The study found that the candidates had similar campaigning methods.
There were two major methods 1) revealing campaigns which were legal, the candidates presented

their policies to the public by using mobile vehicles, publication such as flyers, pamphlets, cards,



billboards, cloth banners, and cutouts. The revealing campaigns included meeting people called
another term “door-to-door” and campaigning speeches. 2) unrevealing campaigns which focused
on using strategies to gain advantages and effect the elections by using canvassers, attacking or
threatening the opponents, detaining their canvassers, or aiding and building patronizing
relationships to get political stronghold.

2. Patronizing relationships in elections The powerful or well-known groups of
people; leaders, businessmen, tradesmen, local politicians, provincial politicians, and national
politicians would persuade and convince the others to support their candidates. People voted to
return the favors or expect for the future aid in return from being loyal. The candidates’ policies
and ideal qualifications might not satisfy the voters. The candidates with stable and wide
networks and relationships outmatched and finally won the election. Money could be a main
cause that made people sell votes and led the candidates to win the elections.

3. Kinships The candidates with lots of relatives gained more advantages in election.
The vote solicitations could be made easier.

In conclusion, although the administrator municipality election in Tambon Mae Pang,
Phrao district, Chiang Mai province on November 27, B.E.2554 might still have some errors,
problems and obstacles that effected the progress of election, some relationships such as
patronizing relationships and kinships, and votes selling still remained and hindered the
democratic system, but overall the election was quite clean and unbiased comparing to the
previous elections in the area. This was considered to be a good sign for the future elections

which tended to be more democratic.



