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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study were to study students from Faculty of Public Administration’s
knowledge and understanding of political rights and liberties under the Constitution B.E. 2550 at
The Far Eastern University and to analyze problems and obstacles in perception and
understanding of political rights and liberties under the Constitution B.E. 2550. The researcher
collected data by using two methods. First, documentary research was used in order to gather
information from academic documents that involved the concepts for the research and legislations
of the Thai Constitution B.E. 2550. Then, qualitative research was used by interviewing 11 target
senior students from Faculty of Public Administration at The Far Eastern University. The results

were as followed.

The student’s knowledge and understanding toward the political rights and liberties
legislation was that the rights and the liberties were for the political participation which was
important for democratic system and needed to be prioritized by the government before any rights
and liberties. For the students, the most important issue in political rights and liberties were
elections and freedom of assembly. They reckoned the studying and understanding of political

rights and liberties to be important in building together with developing democratic system.



For the problems and obstacles of student’s perception and understanding of political
rights and liberties under the Constitution B.E. 2550, obviously the study from the constitution
was out of the perception and understanding. The students had personal factors that made them
refuse the direct study from constitution but concurrently, various political phenomenon after the
coup d’état in B.E. 2549 turned to be important opportunities for learning political rights and

liberties for the students.

From the study results, discussions were made by synthesizing the research results into
two aspects; the constitution’s role in Thai politic society and student’s role in Thai politics which

led to the research suggestions as followed.

€)) The study of political events which effected student’s political perception and
understanding relied on political contexts as significant variables in building perception and
understanding of political rights and liberties. Therefore, the mass media’s role might help
promote knowledge and understanding of political rights and liberties to this group of population
by giving priorities to reporting news and political events accurately in order to encourage

interests which led to people’s political knowledge and understanding later on.

) For the education’s role especially in higher education level, the political
knowledge and understanding should be intervened in various subjects especially social studies.

For example, there should be some persuasive conversations, news and political events analysis, etc.

3) The students’ political perception and understanding of rights and liberties could

be effective when the constitution studies were seriously placed a premium on.

(€))] Most of the studies about “Knowledge and Understanding” showed
characteristics of specific issues. However, the studies could be more valuable to the political
academy from adding the studies of political, social, and economic changing contexts in the area

in order to effectively cover the explanation of the political phenomenon.



