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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to perceive information about problems and obstacles
on the Narcotics Control Board officers’ exercise of power in detaining narcotics suspects to
investigate up to 3 days before handing over to inquiry officials and to find solutions guidelines in
order to benefit the effective law implementation in narcotics suppression. The research was
made by in-depth interview method. The interviewees were selected from specific samples; 14
Chiang Mai provincial police who were appointed as narcotics control board officers at
supervising and operating level.

The study found that 1) the factor promoting effective narcotics suppression and
solving violent narcotics situations was the prerogative of Narcotics Control Board officers
legislated in the Narcotics Control Act, B.E. 2519 which allowed operational flexibility 2) when
the drug dealers or the capitalists were brought to justice, their drug trafficking halted and
Thailand’s narcotics problems overall images were improved.

The found problems and obstacles were whether the vague exercise of power was
against the constitution due to the current constitution of Thailand giving priority to individual
rights and freedoms. There were some interpretations stating that the Narcotics Control Board
officers’ exercise of power might be against the constitution. Most of the Narcotics Control

Board officers were doubtful to exercise the power.



The interviewees suggested solutions guidelines for the aforementioned problems and
obstacles that the Narcotics Control Board officers should solve the vague exercise of power by
amending the law or legislating a written version of Narcotics Control Act, B.E. 2519 exercise of
power stating that the Narcotics Control Board officers could exercise the power without

violating the constitution.



