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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to perceive the roles of Chiang Mai’s newspapers in
publicizing political news about political movement and assembly on the pages of Thai News
newspaper and Chiangmai News newspaper since April 10, B.E.2552 until the assembly
breakdown incident in May B.E.2553 2) to explain the process of image building for the United
Front of Democracy against Dictatorship’s political movement during the assembly breakdown
incident in May B.E.2553 using Chiang Mai’s newspapers news publicizing including newspaper
influences on Chiang Mai people’s thought.

The study on the roles of Chiang Mai’s newspapers in publicizing political news about
political movement and assembly since April 10, B.E.2552 until the assembly breakdown incident
in May B.E.2553 found that both newspapers highlighted this duty. An interesting fact was found
that both newspapers publicized the news on the same phenomenon of the political assembly of
United Front of Democracy against Dictatorship or UDD in the same way. Their reports
conformed to the government’s publicity and built up this political movement and assembly’s
image in 2 features; the movement was for only one person that was
Pol.Lt.Col. Thaksin Shinawatra and the movement was violent and caused chaos through the
discourse “They burned Thailand.” Both newspapers helped make people’s political interest but

they did not provide appropriate political perception.



The two newspapers updated the continuously changing situations but were not capable
of working to achieve journalism standards as they should have. It was possible that the
journalists’ reported facts were changed on account of their organizations’ determined policies or
news publicizing strategies. In addition, the field journalists were unable to access information
sources.

Solutions guidelines for the aforementioned problems and obstacles were the journalists
should try to access and report the actual facts. People in the journalism profession should
together create criteria, agreements, and regulations of precisely news publicizing then follow
them and make them an organizations’ culture to help build strength among the professional

workers.



