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Abstract

This research is conducted according to the following objectives: (1) to investigate the
relationship among the Isan people who reside in Angthong Sub-district, regarding maintaining
their identity; (2) to observe how the Isan ethnicity affects people's political behaviors when
residing in other regions.

The population used in this study consisted of 360 Isan people who resided in Angthong
Sub-district, Chiang Kham District, Phayao Province. The statistical values used for data analysis
include: percentage, mean and standard deviation. In addition, this study also used in-depth
interview data from 10 Isan community leaders.

The study revealed that the Isan people in Angthong Sub-district used their cultural
capital as a tool to create relationship among people and maintain their identity. The effective
cultural mechanism included the exchange of visits between the Isan people in Angthong Sub-
district and the Isan people in the Northeastern Region, ritual ceremonies, beliefs and traditions of
Isan culture, as well as the Isan language. Apart from the use of those mechanisms, the Isan
people also made its ethnicity outstanding by hiring performers, e.g. Isan folksong singers, Isan
traditional music bands, Pong Lang bands, from the Northeastern Region to show in important
events in their communities.

Isan ethnicity affected political participation of the people in Angthong Sub-district. The
study shows that most people were interested in political activities. They paid attentions to
politics in both local and national level, used their rights to vote in both local and national

elections, initiated political issues that they were interested in, persuaded others to vote for the



candidate they have supported, and wore symbolic buttons or stickers that voiced their opinions,
accordingly. Their political behavior was clear in that when they voted in an election, they would
vote for an Isan candidate. But, if they have to make decision in a political conflict, they will
consider integrity of the issue in the first priority.

The political behavior expressed by the Isan people can be regarded as the behavior of an
interest group. The people would like to reserve their political power. They exercised their
political roles and showed their political participation as an interest group among others in
Angthong Sub-district. The strong relationship and community networking through the relative
system of the Isan people made other groups of people or communities realize the power of

people grouping in voicing for and supporting people of the same ethnicity.



