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ABSTRACT

The study, “Problems and Obstacles in Applying for Consideration the Petition Thai
Nationality of Highlander in Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province”, aimed to 1) investigate the
problems and obstacles of as well as solutions in applying for Thai nationality of the highlanders
in Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province, 2) examine the impact on the highlanders who have not
been registered the Thai nationality in Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province, and 3) study the
problems and obstacles of as well as solutions to the operations in applying for Thai nationality of
the highlanders in Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province. The study included 3 groups of
participants including 1) 20 highlanders who are the leaders of a family, 2) 8 leaders of the
community, village headmen and sub-district headmen, and 3) 6 chief district officers, assistant
district officers, and local administrators in Phrao District.

The followings are the findings of the study:

1) The problems and obstacles in applying for Thai nationality of the highlanders in
Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province were problems related to documents including personal
profiles of the highlanders, the errors in registering a place of birth, and loss of a birth certificate
or the missing of a birth certificate or a place of birth certificate to apply for Thai nationality;

problems related costs of applying; witness issues; communication problems; and problems



2) Related to the operational government officers. For the suggested solutions, there
should be practical guidelines in solving problems in documenting personal profiles of the
highlanders and filing of the birth certificates or place of birth certificates. In addition, the officers
should be assigned to receive the applications on site to reduce the costs as well as increase the
number of staff.

3) For the impact on the highlanders who have not been registered the Thai
nationality highlanders in Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province, it was found that there was the
impact from inadequate housing and land supporting their needs. In addition, in terms of the
impact on education, these highlanders could not apply for the government loans and were not
eligible to graduate at higher education levels though having finished the studies. Finally, for the
impact from not receiving social welfare from the government, the lives of the highlanders have
not been improved.

4) The problems and obstacles of the operation in applying for Thai nationality of the
highlanders in Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province, were the problems related to documents
including errors of a place of birth and missing of a birth certificates or a place of birth certificate.
In addition, there were personnel problems consisting of inadequate officers, frequent
transference of the officers, the officers’ lack of motivations, as well as inadequate budget and
technological equipment. Finally, there were problems in communication resulting from language
barriers. For the suggested solutions, there should be practical guidelines in correcting a place of
birth in the personal profiles of the highlanders as well as finding a birth certificate or a place of
birth certificate. Furthermore, knowledge of the laws, regulations and policies should be provided
for the highlanders. Also, using the official language in communication should be encouraged.
Moreover, the number of officers should be increased and attitudes of the officers be changed.

Finally, financial supports as well as equipment should be provided.



