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ABSTRACT

The independent research called “Controversy of Pranang Chamdhevi, the first queen of
Hariphunchai Empire” is a documentary research that aimed at the study of hidden significances
in the tales of the two factions which are temple and house. Each faction recorded the fascinating
memory about the queen Chamdhevi including the case study of her leadership role compared
with the viewpoints and interpretations of academicians in the present by analyzing the old Lanna
scripts from both temple and house factions.

It was found from the research that the most important difference from both tales is the
aim of presentation. The temple faction mainly intended to spread the story related to Buddhism
and indicated that the queen Chamdhevi was the one who brought the Buddhism to the land of
Lanna for the first time around the 13" Buddhist era while the house faction wanted to tell about
the reputation of the queen Chammadhevhi as a human using language that was easy to read and
the story was also entertaining like any fables of the house faction. This is the important part that
makes the story of the queen Chamdhevi well known better.

After analyzing the overview story from the two factions which are quite similar, it can
be proven that the leadership characteristic of the queen Chamdhevi had existed since she was
born and not from other causes and factors. In the past, the right to reign depended mainly on the
holy blessing which also came with the mighty and holy power. Therefore, being a man or

woman is not an important issue in succeeding to the throne.



However, the house faction provided more detail about her leadership more than the
temple faction. It can be seen that she was an excellent leader in administration and war. She was
also the commander in the battlefield and leader for religion. She used the religion to blend
people from different lands and beliefs to be as one and minimize the conflicts among races.

For the reason that cause the story of the queen Chamdhevi to be delivered to the present
is solely from her personality as people praised her bravery and kindness as well as she was
worshipped like the demigoddess in the tale from house faction. In addition, her story was retold
many times in the literatures from people in many generations. The reproduction makes her story

not to be forgotten from the communities in Lamphun province.



