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ABSTRACT

The study “Roles and Authorities of Village Headmen in the Post-Coup Period B.E. 2529
— 2553 aims to 1) investigate the roles and authorities of village headmen in the post-coup period
B.E. 2549 — 2553, 2) analyze the effects on roles and authorities of village headmen in the post-
coup period B.E. 2549 — 2553, and 3) suggest solutions to village headmen's role and authority
problems that are appropriate for present situations. This study uses the concept of
deconcentralization, the principle of government and roles and authorities of village headmen to
explain relations in the research questions setting. Qualitative method is used in this research.
Data were collected by using an in-depth interview method. The sample groups included village
headmen, government officers and political science scholars which accounted for 21 people in
total. The study results show that the roles and authorities of village headmen in the post-coup
period B.E. 2549 — 2553 can be characterized into three patterns: 1) legality roles and authorities
— village headmen have to act in accordance with related laws. In other words, the village
headmen, as a local government officer, have to conduct their duties as stated in Local
Administration Act. 2) Government agent roles and authority — village headmen perform their
roles in supporting or helping other government organizations who come to conduct their
missions in the headmen area. 3) community leader roles and authorities — village headmen, as a

leader of their community, have to take care of welfare for their community members, provide



helps and advice and give warnings to the community members in order to keep peacefulness in
the community; the headmen also have to call for coperations from the community members
when having public activities in the community.

Regarding the effects on roles and authorities of village headmen in the post-coup period
B.E. 2549 — 2553, it was found that after the coup in B.E. 2549, there was a revision of Local
Administration Act B.E. 2457 (see the 11" Edition B.E. 2551, Article 14). As a result, there was a
change in the village headmen recruitment procedure. That is, the village headmen must be
elected by villagers, and the subdistrict head must be elected by village headmen in that
subdistrict. The headmen can be in the position until they are 60 years old. Nevertheless, the
interviewees expressed thier opinion that for the position of subdistrict headman, it should be
elected by villagers as it used to be because it is more compatible with democratic participation
concept. For the appropriate qualification of the headman, the interviewees thought that there
were not enough people within the qualification check committee who were local villagers. The
committee members might come from the same group. The number of qualification check
committee members should be increased, and in the committee, the number of government

officers should be more than the number of villagers.



