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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a study of the changing relationships between the Vietnamese immigrants
and the local Thais during 1953-2010. Its objectives are (1) to examine important factors effecting
policy change of the governments which had impacts on the Vietnamese migrants both at the
international level and at the local level; (2) to evaluate the social intellectual environment in
which the relationships between the Vietnamese ‘outsiders’ and the Thai ‘insiders’ have evolved
over time; (3) to view this case study in Phatthalung in comparison with other cases of Thai vis-a-
vis ethnic minorities in other localities. The methodology of this research is a combination of (a)
documentary research, (b) participant observation and (c) in-depth interview.

The findings of the study are of threefold, namely, (1) the relationships in question were
influenced by the context of the international relations between the Thai governments and the US
as the Superpower in the region; (2) the political vicissitudes of the centralized Thai state itself
had decisive impacts on the Vietnamese migrants, as the democratic governments, contrary to the
dictatorship governments, had granted more rights and freedom to them; (3) the local setting had
also provided cooperative influences on the Vietnamese migrants, who were not viewed as a

threat as they were small in number and often in need of employment.



Additionally the study ends in a positive note. The Vietnamese migrants, who once were
derogatively called “yaun”, have been well integrated into the mainstream society. The original
identity, at one time was hidden, can now be displayed without inhibition. Hopefully this study
can serve as a contribution to other case studies as well as a perspective on related concepts, e.g.,

acculturation, multiculturalism, public policy on minorities in Thailand and elsewhere.



