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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to analyze the pros and cons of the previous Thai criminal
case proceedings from the separation of investigation-system between public prosecutors and police
officers, 2) to survey the proper roles, and powers and duties of public prosecutors in Thai criminal
charge inquiries for building up more civil liberties protections according to human right principals, 3)
to analyze approaches to co-operating between public prosecutors and police officers in providing true
justice to people. This study was based on qualitative and documentary research. The data was
analyzed from interviews of 27 respondents who had experience in the course of justice for at least 15
years.

The findings were as follows:

1. Criminal case proceedings with the separation of investigation system between public
prosecutors and police officers had advantages. Firstly, it made cases proceed quickly. This was due
to the fact that inquiries had to be proceeded immediately; otherwise evidence might disappear if there
were public prosecutors participating in inquiries. Furthermore, the number of public prosecutors was
insufficient and they might be prejudiced. Secondly, the inquiring officials were the persons who went
through trainings and were specialized in conducting inquiries. Therefore, they could do better than
public prosecutors because inquirics had to involved several people and it required delicacy and
intimacy with them. Inquiring officials had all mentioned qualifications while public prosecutors did
not,

The drawbacks gave rise to questions of transparency, building up justice, violation of civil

liberties protections and a hold on the balance of power. Police officers had power to hold inquiries



freely and almost absolutely. As a result, the course of justice in police interrogation was not
acceptable because the problem arose from the abuse of power, detaining suspects for too long, and
collecting evidence that did not agree with the facts. This resulted in the violation of civil liberties
which went against human rights principles. Consequently, public prosecutors should participate in or
control inquiries in order to hold a balance of power.

2. The proper roles, and powers and duties of Thai public prosecutors in criminal case
inquiries are thal they are responsible for inquiries while police officers help them in inquiries.
Participating in and controlling inquiries, they receive complaints, discuss and settle important issues
and examine important evidence in cases, and make allegations. After inquiries, public prosecutors
together with police officers should consider lawsuit prosecution, temporary acquittal for justice,
unity and holds of a balance of power in order to increase efficiency, quickness, transparency, and
ability of verification which are a part of the protection of civil liberties.

3. The study has given some suggestions of co-operation between public prosecutors and
police officers to provide justice to people. The co-operation can be done by organizing conferences
or seminars to discuss law amendment and to lead to clear and concurrent conclusions, for example,
in terms of case category prescription and proper rate of penalty in a case in which public prosecutors
should control or participate in inquiries. In addition, both of them should be trained together to find
solutions to problems which might occur during operations, to build upon confidence and
transparency, and to promote the collective views of work co-operation for people. Besides, the

people sector should inspect their case inquiry operations by taking civil liberties into account.



