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ABSTRACT

The study on “Political Influence on the operating of police officers in Mueang Chiang
Mai District, Chiang Mai Province” aimed to explore political behaviors of the police officers in
the mentioned area and to study the features of political influence affecting the operation of the
officers. Data collection was completed through 194 police officers from 4 police stations in
Muecang Chiang Mai district namely Mueang Chiang Mai Police Local Station, Mae Ping Sub-

_district Local Police Station, Phuping Palace Sub-district Local Police Station, and Chang Puak
Sub-district Local Police Station.

The findings were shown hereafter.

(1) In the overall view, the political behavior on political participation of those police
officers in Mueang Chiang Mai District was rated at the moderate level. The activities that those
police officers mostly participated in were mentioned for following up political news and events
regularly, persuading family members or close friends to take a vote, and talking or discussing
about government works with friends, in respectively. In the meanwhile, their political
participations on the political expression to public, the attendance in any campaign for votes of
politicians, and the registration for proposing or removing any laws and government policies were
rated at low level.

(2) Recently, in the overall view, the political influence on the operation of police
officers was rated at high level. Features of political influence were mostly found through the
terms namely the influences on the operation of all levels of officers and all sections in National
Police Office, the vivid practices done or not done with the aims fo support political parties, and
the interference of the politicians to police’s operation by taking a short cut to speed up any cases

related to them. In addition, the police officers revealed that some politicians used the police



authorities and duties as a tool to arrest or subdue people from the opposite parties. They,
sometimes, asked those police officers to form barricades or checking points if there was any mob
against their side. In addition, those politicians might ask those officers to ignore the arrest of
people from their party, but arrest people from the opposite party. There occasionally were both

direct and indirect forces from politicians to vote for their parties.



