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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this independent study, Proactive Role in Preventing and Solving
Juvenile Delinquency of Lampang provincial court, juvenile and family division, were to (1)
investigate proactive measures, which the Lampang provincial court, juvenile and family division,
has taken to prevent and correct causes and action of the juvenile in Lampang province in serious
criminal cases, and (2) examine the possibility of taking the restorative justice as a guideline to
prevent children and young persons from recommitting crimes.

The samples of this study were 139 juveniles in the Lampang observation and
protection center, 83 parents of the juveniles, 3 judges and 23 associate judges of Lampang
provincial court, juvenile and family division, and five officers of the Lampang observation and
protection center.

The findings revealed that:

Almost all of the Lampang juvenile criminal wrongdoers were male, 14-18 years old,
studying in junior high school. The majority of their parents have two children; more
interestingly, most wrongdoers are the eldest child of the family. They came from low-income
families earning less than 10,000 baht per month. Children and young persons whose parents live
together and staying with their parents had a tendency to commit a crime the most. In terms of
location, the juveniles living in the urban areas had more a proclivity to break the law than those
residing in the rural areas. The most principal cause of committing crimes by teenagers was to be
quick-tempered, and persuaded by friends, but the juveniles tend to commit less serious crimes

than petty crimes.



To solve the problems mentioned above, the Lampang provincial court, juvenile and
family division, and the observation and protection center took the proactive measure to prevent
and solve the youth crimes such as providing knowledge before the juveniles committed a crime.
In addition, they established a connection with both government and private sectors so as to
cooperate in the preventing and solving Juvenile delinquency. In case the youth accused, the
restorative justice was applied and its outcomes were effective and efficient. All measures
mentioned above, however, were adopted in a low level because they could not be introduced into
all cases, but they were successful when dealing with serious juvenile crimes. Nevertheless, some
additional approaches should be included such as supervising the juvenile felons closely and
seriously under a probation officer like juvenile delinquents. In addition, the community must
have responsibilities to watch on the juveniles.

Regarding restorative justice, four modes were introduced; that is, mediation, family
meeting, sentencing circles, and community reparative boards. These approaches may apply to
overcome problems of juvenile delinquency, especially in serious crimes. The restorative justice
is one of several significant measures to remedy the injured and provide an opportunity for
wrongdoers to share responsibility for society. The young committing a serious crime should be
backed into the community with warm welcome. More importantly, the community or society
must also show public responsibilities. Once the restorative justice has taken place in serious
juvenile criminal cases in Thai society, it should also be applied to the minor crimes as well

because the latter are in a lower scale of punishment.



