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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study are to 1) survey level of understanding of people
in Mueang Chiang Mai District about new election system 23 December 2007 2)
analyze an effect of people’s behavior in terms of receiving information on the
understanding of Thai Politics and the new election system. Data were collected from
450 informants from 9 sub-districts in Mueang Chiang Mai District area by means of
convenient sampling method. Data were analyzed using statistics including frequency
percentage mean standard deviation and chi-square.

The study found that majority of informants (182 people of 450 informants
or 40.44%) have high level (8-10 points) of understanding of politics and new election
system. 140 informants or 31.11% have medium level of understanding (4-7 points);
and 128 informants or 28.44% have low level of understanding.

In terms of hypothesis testing, the study yields following results:

1) frequency that informants receive information has relationship with level
of understanding of the politics and new election system at statistically important level,
hence accept hypothesis. 2) Duration of time spent on politics and election news and
information statistically correlates with level of understanding of the politics and new
election system at statistically important level, hence accept hypothesis. 3) Channel of
media does not show any statistics correlation with understanding of the politics and
new election system at statistically important level, therefore cannot accept hypothesis.
4) Time of day spent on politics and election news and information does not show
statistical correlation with level of understanding of the politics and new election
system; thus cannot accept hypothesis.



