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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “Ethics of Volunteer Lawyers in Chiang Mai Provincial Court”
aimed to 1) analyze the ethics level of volunteer lawyers in Chiang Mai Province; 2) to examine
factors affecting the ethics level of volunteer lawyers in Chiang Mai Provincial Court; and 3) to
explore problems and obstacles in performing their duties according to ethics of volunteer
lawyers in Chiang Mai Province. This study was a quantitative research employing
questionnaires to collect data from 165 volunteer lawyers. The study could be concluded as
follows:

1) Generally, ethics of volunteer lawyers were in the high level. Firstly, volunteer
lawyers had very high ethics toward the justice system. To clarify, volunteer lawyers behaved
very well and honored and paid respect to the court in litigation. They conducted themselves
properly and obeyed the law faithfully. Besides, they performed their duties so as to have fairness
and rightness in litigation and be careful not to be disrespectful to the judges.

Secondly, volunteer lawyers had very high ethics toward clients. They performed their
duties with the greatest competency they had in litigation and were braved to advised their clients
truthfully in accordance with the law.

Thirdly, volunteer lawyers had very high ethics toward people. They were able to
perform their duties in compliance with a code of ethics. Moreover, they attempted to notify if
they found any wrong doings. They also attempted to apply the law correctly, impartially and

beneficially to people in general.



2) The study showed that there were not significantly differences between personal
factors, namely education, economic status, and marital status and the volunteer lawyers’ code of
ethics. However, it was statistically significant that volunteer lawyers who had higher
experiences had more ethics than those who had experiences less than 5 years.

3) There were some interesting remarks from some volunteer lawyer sample
regarding problems and obstacles in performing their duties in compliance with ethics. For
instance, volunteer lawyers expected money, things, and payment from their work. Moreover,
they lacked patience and performed their duties incautiously. They selected to accept just a
lawsuit that they were convenient. Furthermore, they did not have time for their clients and did
not devote themselves to their work. Finally, the remuneration, due to the rule, for volunteer

lawyers was inappropriate and was not in accordance with the volunteer lawyers’ performance.



