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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the democratic way of life of people in
Thasala sub-district, Muang district of Chiang Mai province and the factors affecting their
democratic lifestyle. The study was conducted through in-depth interviews of the samples
which include the administrators of Thasala sub-district municipality, the representatives of
community leaders, and the representatives of households in Thasala sub-district. There were
totally 30 interviewees.

The study results showed that people in Thasala sub-district expressed their
democratic way of life via their use of majority principle as the main criteria for resolving
problems caused by people’s different opinions. And, the principle was based on accurate
information and logic. Furthermore, people were given chances to participate in numbers of
community activities. They were also allowed to be a member of different community
committee. There were ways for people to participate in both local and national politics
ranging from elections, development activities, to investigating and controlling certain
organizations. Thasala’s communities and societies showed a mixture of city and rural culture
— people were generous and dependent on each other. This city-rural mixed culture resulted in
that even conflicts had occurred; they were always resolved with no violence.

However, there were still some limitations of the democratic way of life of people in
Thasala sub-district. Those included the fact that some groups of people did not respect the
majority principle (which might cause conflicts in the society), and the fact that people had

different economic status (this made some people unable to regularly participate in the social



and political activities because they had to work to support their lives and families). The latter
problem might be resolved by appointing certain date and time that is appropriate for the
majority of people in the area.

According to the observation, in addition, community leaders, particularly the sub-
district and village headmen, had close relationship with people, and they played very
important roles in the community. The same persons have been in the position for a long time,
so they can influence people’s decision making; for example, decision making in a community
meeting where people have to choose an important project to propose for budgets from the

municipality, and so on.





