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ABSTRACT

The study “People’s Participation in the Formulation of Local Development Plan in
Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province” aimed to 1) examine the process of the formulation of
Local Development Plan in Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province; 2) investigate the level of
people’s participation in the Local Development Plan formulation of the Local Administrative
Organizations in Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province; and 3) explore problems and
obstacles in people’s participation in the Local Development Plan formulation of the Local
Administrative Organizations in Chiang Dao District, Chiang Mai Province. This study was a
quantitative and qualitative research employing questionnaires to collect data from 195 staff and
396 people as well as interviews with 8 administrators in Local Administrative Organizations in
Chiang Dao District. The results could be summarized as follows:

1) Findings indicated that the Local Administrative Organizations obtained the
process of the Local Development Plan formulation which consisted of the preparation of the plan
formulation; data and important problems collection; the Local Administrative Organizations’
current development capacity analysis; vision, mission, strategic development and development
approaches creation, aims for development and local development goal setting were in the high
level. Besides, it provided an opportunity for people to participate in expressing their opinions
and demand and in inspecting the process of the plan formulation in every stage.

2) According to the study, people participated in making decisions for projects and

activities selection; proposing problems; and taking part in local development activities, civil



society forum and public service in the Local Administrative Organizations usage. They
sometimes engaged in following up and inspecting the work of the Local Administrative
Organizations. However, some people were not interested in participating in the Local
Development Plan since they believed that it was the role of the public sector and they lacked
knowledge in formulating the Local Development Plan.

3) With regard to problems and obstacles in people’s participation, they did not have
time to participate in formulating the Local Development Plan and did not have knowledge
concerning the Local Development Plan formulation. Besides, the Local Administrative
Organizations lacked the public relations for people to understand the Local Development Plan.

4) Additionally, problems and obstacles in formulating the Local Development Plan
were the lack of public relations, the lack of government organizations’ support co-ordination, the
communication problem with people in the communities and hill tribe villages, the lack of up-to-
date information, the rush of formulating the Plan, and the lack of problems and people’s true
demand consideration.

Finally, the researcher suggested that in order to formulate the Local Development Plan
efficiently, the Local Administrative Organizations should provide training courses in plan
formulation for associated people continually. Moreover, in formulating the Local Development
Plan, actual data which was in compliance with the problems and demands of people should be
considered. The co-operation of the government organizations in all levels should be coordinated

and the necessary information should also be disseminated to all people.



