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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “Voting Behavior of Teachers for 2008 Senatorial Election in
Chiang Mai Education Service Area Office 4” aimed to study political participating behavior of
teachers in voting for a Senatorial Election and examine factors influencing Chiang Mai civil
servant teachers’ votes for senators. Purposive sampling was conducted in Chiang Mai Education
Service Area Office 4, 60 samples in each district, namely, Sarapee, Hangdong, Sanpatong, Mae
Wang and Doi Lor Districts, totally 300 samples. The method of study was questionnaire with
closed and open-ended questions. Collected data was analyzed by the Statistical Package for
Social Sciences/Personal Computer (SPSS/PC) by means of frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation.

Regarding to political participating behavior of civil servant teachers in voting for a
Senatorial Election, it was found that 95.3 percent of those cast their votes reasoning that they
wanted to promote and support democracy while those who did not vote asserted that they were
bored with an election. They were aware of information about the Senatorial Election mostly
from billboard, leaflet and a candidate’s introduction propaganda. Besides, civil servant teachers
took part in political activity during the Senatorial Election by disseminating information to
students to communicate to their parents to vote for the Senatorial Election, arranging activities
for students to have knowledge about the Senatorial Election, following up information about the
Senatorial Election, and taking part in campaigning for people in their community to cast their

votes in the Senatorial Election.



Factors influencing Chiang Mai civil servant teachers to vote for the senators were the
qualification of the candidates who were friendly, informal, ethical, politically experienced, and
policy of their campaign. Moreover, they voted for the senators by considering at the candidates’
educational qualification and benefit they had done for Chiang Mai Province.

Additionally, factors about the candidates’ fame, family and wealthy as well as vote
buying did not affect the decision of the civil servant teachers’ votes. This was because they were
a well-educated group of people attentive to political information continually. Therefore, they
obtained varied information for their votes and were able to make sensible judgements for the

suitable a senator.



