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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study on “The Cognition of the 19th of September 2006 Coup 

D’etat Among the People of Mae Taeng District and San Kamphaeng District of Chiang Mai 

Province” was to study the people’s recognition of the political change that took place after the 

19th of September Coup D’etat, particularly the recognition derived from any other media channel 

along with finding any differences in the recognition and the use of certain channels to keep up 

with the news among the people in Mae Taeng District and those in San Kamphaeng District, 

Chiang Mai.

Data was collected from 216 subjects in Mae Taeng District and 212 subjects in San 

Kamphaeng for a total of 428 subjects.

The results showed that after the 19th of September Coup D’etat, the people in Mae 

Taeng and San Kamphaeng Districts had a cognition on the political situation at a high level.  

They recognized that the Coup D’etat was staged by General Sonthi Boonyaratkarin , currently 

the chairman of the Council of National Security, who seized power from Pol. Lt. Col. Dr. Taksin 

Chinawatra and appointed General Surayud Chulanon as Prime Minister, and that the 2007 

Constitution has been drafted to replace the 1997 version by encouraging the people to participate 

and to vote “yes” or “no” for the new constitution.  The sample population kept up with the news 

mostly from television followed by newspapers, government units, government officials, radio, 

colleagues or chiefs of their section and weekly political magazines respectively. Thus, 

differences occurred in their cognition and means of being informed as follows: 



1.  The cognition of the people in San Kamphaeng District was higher than in Mae 

Taeng District although they used the same channels of information.

2.  The people in Mae Taeng District as well as those in San Kamphaeng District 

had expressed their opinions on many issues concerning the incidents.  However, they felt 

uncertain about the issues concerning the Coup D’etat of the 19th of September 2006 by General 

Sonthi Boonyaratkarin, the administration of General Surayud Chulanon, how the election at the 

end of 2007 would create solidatiry and Pol. Lt. Col. Dr. Taksin Chinawatra’s giving up politics 

and his political role.  Moreover, there were many issues that they thought differently about such 

as having an election by referendum where all individuals should go to vote, the referendum on 

accepting or not accepting the draft of the 2007 Constitution.  The sample group from San 

Kamphaeng highly agreed about the need to have a referendum while those of Mae Taeng District 

were uncertain about whether the people should vote in the referendum or not.  The issue that 

most people in both districts agreed on was about the desire for Pol. Lt. Col. Dr. Taksin 

Chinawatra to return to Thailand to contest the changes made by the Council For National 

Security (CNS) or (Khor-Mor-Chor).   


