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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this independent study were to (1) investigate the process of addition
of names in house registration records, and (2) examine its effects toward Karen people in Omkoi
District, Chiang Mai Province. Data were collected through questionnaires from 360 Karen
people, whose names were added in the registration records in Omkoi District, Chiang Mai
Province, four house registration record officials, and five non-governmental organization staff
who helped and financially supported the people in order to solve problems of house registration
on highlands.

The findings revealed that the addition of names in house registration records of Karen
people in Omkoi District, Chiang Mai Province highly affected the occupation, social welfare,
education, public health, politics, and national security. In other words, after the addition of
names, the subjects had higher opportunity in job search. They were able to come to town or to
shop legally because they held a Thai citizenship ID card, and had a right to access free public
health services or medical care. Furthermore, they also had a political right which resulted in
better benefits and treats from politicians. In addition, the addition of names in the house
registration reflected national security. People whose names had been added showed their proud

of being a Thai citizen and respect to the Thai Royal Institution.



