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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “Problems of Thailand — Myanmar Border Trade in Mae Sariang
District, Mae Hong Son Province” had 3 main objectives which were 1) to analyze border trade
system between Thailand and Myanmar in Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son Province; 2) to
examine roles and duties of government organizations in Thailand — Myanmar border trade in
Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son Province; and 3) to explore problems and obstacles of
associated government organizations in performing border trade. Data were collected among 349
people in Mae Sariang District through questionnaire and among government organizations in the
area through interview schedule.

According to the study, it was found that

1) The border trade in Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son Province had a temporarily
permitted area in Ban Sao Hin Channel. It was to strengthen the local relationship and to give an
opportunity for trading between the two nationalities. Most of the import product was the
agricultural product while the export product was consumer product.

2) Border trade was managed by associated organizations, namely, Immigration Office,
Mae Sariang Customs House, Mae Sariang District, Mae Sariang District Livestock Office,
Taharnpran 36 Specific Unit, Sao Hin Sub-District Police Station and Mae Sariang District Police
Station. To illustrate, the Immigration Office was responsible for controlling the traveling in and
out the country of Myanmar nationality and Thai Nationality, including all kinds of vehicle. Mae

Sariang Customs House was responsible for controlling import and export products as well as



vehicles for transportation. Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son Province was responsible for
supporting and promoting the trading activities and facilitating the private sector to register and
controlling companies or shops that were corporate entities or normal citizen. Mae Sariang
District Livestock Office was responsible for examining, overseeing and controlling the
relocation of animals and carcass. Taharnpran 36 Specific Unit, Sao Hin Sub-District Police
Station and Mae Sariang District Police Station were responsible for inspecting illegal things,
drugs and illegal immigrants as well as promoting, overseeing, controlling and facilitating in the
area.

3) Problems and obstacles of border trade in Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son
Province were dusty laterite roads which caused difficulties in traveling and shipping. Moreover,
there were also problems of illegal immigration of foreign laborers, the uncertainty of the
government in making policy on border trading in order to create good understanding between the
Thai and Myanmar Governments, the basic infrastructure development, and the wars between the
Myanmar government and the minorities, for example.

Besides, in Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son Province, there was a problem of
informal border trade. The causes for smuggling import and export product were the high trade
tax, the complicated customs process and more profit than the formal system. Factors supporting
the informal border trade were corruption of some government organizations in exchanging for
allowing the informal border trade to happen or facilitating the channel for transporting the

informal border trading product in the area.



