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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to investigate the tax collection changes due to the change
of the draft Land and Property Tax Act; 2) to study the approach of readiness preparation in enforcing
the draft Land and Property Tax Act in the area of Mae Sa Riang Sub-district Administrative
Organization, Mae Hong Son Province and 3) to examine the level of knowledge of people towards
local administrative organization taxation.

A sample comprised 2 groups who were 1) 344 people who had to pay taxes; and 2) 9
personnel who were relevant to taxation; namely, the executives, heads of the village and heads of the
sub-district, local administrative organization council members, local administrative organization staff
and officials in a district office.  Data collection was undertaken by questionnaire and a structural
interview form. Primary data, secondary data from Land and Property Tax Act, related statistics and
researches were also studied.

The findings revealed that the trend in taxation change, due to the draft Land and Property Tax
Act, was the structural reform of the local tax system to be property tax that used the land and property
value as the assessment base. This was to expand the tax base of the local administrative organization
and increased more income which was a part of the promotion according to the principle of Plan and
Process of Decentralization to Local Government Organizations Act B.E.2542. This Land and Property
Tax Act resulted in canceling the law about Property and Land Tax and Public Utility Property Tax
which used the annual rental as the tax assessment while the land value did not reflect the real value of

the property.



With regard to the preparation of the readiness in enforcing the (draft) Land and Property Tax
Act, it was found that people perceived the likely change at a low level. The government did not
publicize for people in general to realize and understand the new taxation system. Mae Sa Riang Sub-
district Administrative Organization had little knowledge of the likely changes in the land and property
tax collection and did not prepare its readiness for the taxation change. This study was in line with the
hypothesis that, currently, people perceived the likely changes in land and property tax collection at a
low level. Mae Sa Riang Sub-district Administrative Organization started to prepare for the likely
change in land and property tax collection at a low level as well.

Finally, this research presented several recommendations. Firstly, since the likely change in
land and property tax management was the reform of local tax collection which was quite important to
local development, the government and related organizations should publicize and stimulate the
understanding and the collaboration in preparing for the drafting and enforcing of the act to be effective
in due course. Secondly, heads of the village, heads of the sub-district and heads of the community
should have participated in tax collection because they were quite acceptable and respected by people in
their communities. Thirdly, the training course on tax collection should be arranged for both the staff of
the Sub-district Administrative Organization and heads of the community. This is because heads of the
community played an important role in providing information to people in their area which would result
in changing the attitudes of people as well as encouraging people to collaborate in paying taxes for local
development. Finally, there should be the advertisement of the people’s tax payment in their area and
had an opportunity for people to exchange opinions and participate in tax collection management in

their own sub-district administrative organization at least once a year.



