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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore Cooperative People, and their knowledge and
understanding towards the process of civil society in their homeland. The determining research
sample group was 189 people from 8 villages in Maetang Sub-district, Maetang District, Chiang
Mai province. Those people were 22 people from M.1 Baan Tung Luang, 24 people from M.2
Baan Hua Pha Ha, 23 people from M.3 Baan Meaka, 25 people from M.4 Baan Muang Chum,
23 people from M.5 Baan Teen Tat, 24 people from M.6 Baan Sanpuloey, 24 people from
M.7 Baan Nong Bua, and 24 people from M.8 Baan Huay Chompu.

According to the research findings, people's knowledge and understanding, and their
participation in the process of civil society were found at the moderate level. Systems for
community management were shown as follows. There were an establishment of administrative
committee, a clear and proper determination of terms of duties and responsibilities for the
administrative committee and its members, and the mutual visions, objectives, and directions for
developing Maetang sub-district. Furthermore, people were allowed to participate in developing
Maetang sub-district. There were a support and encouragement for people to seek for knowledge,
and learn from practicing or participating in activities with other members. They would help each
other and had a chance to discuss and exchange their working experiences with each other. It was
found the application of local knowledge for the sustainable development and solution. There was
also a link with other networks within the sub-district. For example, it had the cooperation

between groups that link people from different villages together, and the job distribution to



related groups. Moreover, the civil society played a role in encouraging people to be alert for

problems found in their living area, and to pay concern on how to solve such a problem.
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