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ABSTRACT

This study, namely, “Changes of Gender Division of Labor in Northern Thai
Weaving Community: A Case Study of Chae Son Sub-district, Mueang Pan District,
Lampang Province” has 3 objectives 1) to study processes and changes of the
community and its weaving development; 2) to investigate forces behind gender division
of labor which enable men to participate in weaving activities; and 3) to study the
gender equality in present day weaving.  The study employs qualitative methodology,
by using techniques such as participant observation, informal interview, and literature
review.

The research finds that traditional weaving activities in Chae Son communities
have declined as a result of the nation’s modernization policy geared toward capitalist
development.  However, local state agencies have come to the communities to
develop income-generating activities for women through weaving, however in a new

technique.  This policy has to some extent, commercialized community weaving, and



as a result, women organized themselves into a weaving group.

The transformation of traditional weaving into commercial weaving has
motivated few men, i.e. the two men | this study, to start weaving as a part of making a
living.  The main factors behind their participation are basically the transformed status
and meaning of weaving which results in partially change in community values of
gender roles in weaving dimension. Although few men increasingly participate in
weaving, some obstacles remain, namely, the capacity of household being able to
economically and mentally support its male members to practice weaving skills.
Another obstacle for the male weavers is that weaving is still considered to be of
women'’s job by many villagers in the communities.

This research finds that commercial weaving has raised women’s economic
status. It also increases participation of few men due to economic pressure.
Nonetheless, the community still perceives men’s weaving as merely an alternative
livelihood. In terms of gender equality, the increase of participation of few men in
women'’s work, textile weaving, in this study does not mean that equality between
women and men in various aspects are improved. The real meaning of the participation

is only economic alternatives.



