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ABSTRACT

The study on the “the Relations between Buddhist Monks and Local-level Politicians
in Election Process: A Case Study of Chiang Mai Municipality” had two main objectives which
were 1) to examine the roles of Buddhist monks in the arena of politics in the current situation;
and 2) to investigate the relations between Buddhist monks and politicians in assuming power by
election process.

Data collection was conducted through an interview with Buddhist monks who were
abbots or vice abbots in 12 temples in Chiang Mai Municipality. Then, data was analyzed in a
qualitative method.

The study found that the relations between Buddhist monks and politicians in election
process possibly influenced economic, social and political factors. However, the ultimate goal of
the politicians was political supporting votes from people who resided in the communities where
the temples located. On that basis, the politicians relied on the prestige, respect and faith that
people had towards the monks, including with building the feeling of unity through the monks’
speech and the appearance in various ceremonies. Besides, the patronage relations between
Buddhist monks and the politicians had obvious purpose that was to gain the most votes in order
to be the representative of people. The politicians’ participation and support in Buddhist monks’
activities seemed to be their making merits which resulted to their image as if that politician had

been the philanthropic person.



Additionally, politicians also supported the temples by donating appliances,
equipment and accessories for performing religious ceremonies. This helped to build their
popularity voting base and the acceptance that the people’ selected politicians would not leave

their people behind.



