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ABSTRACT

The independent study entitled, “Administration of the B.E. 2548 General Election
Commission: A Case Study of Constituencies 1-10, Chiang Mai,” was conducted with three
objectives: 1) to study knowledge and apprehension of authority and performance of the general
election commission, 2) to study problems and obstacles in duty performance by the B.E. 2548
general election commission, and 3) to find out solutions to such problems and obstacles arising
from administration of the general election commission in Chiang Mai Province.

It is a descriptive research, for which data were collected by means of questionnaires
distributed to 100 sampling cohorts who were responsible for election at Chiang Mai’s
constituencies 1-10.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. The election commission had knowledge and understanding about role, authority,
and regulations of general election at high level.

2. Problems and obstacles in the performance of general election commission are
mostly related to personnel. That is, there is a shortage of constituency election commission, of
vote-counting commission, of vote-counting officials, of investigating officers, of accommodation
servers, and of officers helping and explaining how to cast the ballot to the electorate. Regarding
the budget, it is insufficient for carrying out various election tasks, such as expenses for election

campaign, equipment, and rewards for election commission. And in terms of management system,



it is found that there are some problems in private organizations’ inspection, which seemed to lack
justice and honesty.

3. As regards solutions to such problems and obstacles arising from election
administration, responsible agencies should allocate sufficient budget for election, adjust budgeting
procedures to ease and prompt budgetary approval, provide telecommunication media, give
sufficient number of election commissions to match various tasks, and prepare early online

election for the needed.
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