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ABSTRACT

The objective of the research titled “Probiems of the Foreign Labor in
Tangerine Orchard of Fang District, Chiang Mai Province” was to study the
background, living style, and working condition of foreign labors in tangerine
orchard: classify the problems in order to help solve those problems; and study and
predict the trends of probiems in order to propose some standard strategies to
handle such problems appropriately. This was a qualitative research. The
researcher collected data from the printed documents, as well as the interview of the
workers involving in the foreign fabors specifically those laborers who work in
tangerine orchards which are registered legally. Once the data had been collected,
the researcher evaluated an_d analyzed descriptively.

The results of the study were as follows:

1) The major cause of foreign labor working in the tangerine orchard
was about the rights and freedom of the foreign laborers in their hometown
countries. Lack of both rights and freedom, they had to immigrate for the better
place. Moreover, the economics of their hometown countries was capitalism. There
were a lot of uprising of minorities along the border that made them lack of the
places to cultivate. They did not get enough money to support the whole Family.
Economic recession, inflation and devalue of the currency made their lives sufferer
so there were a lot of influx to the better place;

2) Internal factors of Thailand played a role in causing the immigration

of foreign laborers. Thailand is a developing country with a weli-grown and prospect



economics, so that made they want to be invested in Thailand. The expansion of the
tangerine orchards was highly competitive. The owners of the orchard wanted to
reduce the cost of the products so the cheap labor was the goal the orchard owners
wanted;

3) So far, there was a condition of insufficient workers in Thailand since
a lot of Thais went to work overseas. According to the government plan which
promoted the Thais' working in other countries, Thailand was hit by the insufficiency of
the labors. The need of the labors were mainly in the agricultural sections and fisheries;

4) Family and communities network of the foreign laborers played an
important part of working illegally in Thailand. Those who came to work in tangerine
orchard immigrated along the border of Thailand. Once they were settted down, they
would spread the news to their friends, Families, and relatives to do the same as they did;

5) The problems of foreign labors in Fang District currently was the
overcrowded of the foreign labors in tangerine orchard. The increasing of foreign
laborers working in tangerine orchard, due to the low paid, threatened the positions
that should be filled by the indigenous, or the Fang people. There were a lot of
chitldren who were born foreign and had no identity or citizenship, preventing them
from having education, or using health care, causing a lot of burdens for the
government to solve;

6) The best strategy in order to prevent and solve the problems is that
the government has to be involved in allocating partial budget in order that such
problems will not be worse than this. Since this is the nation-wide problem, it is a
very serious one. Thailand has lost a lot of human resources and the administration
system has been degraded. The government should pay close attention and look at
the problem seriously, systematically. And continuity by handling this under the
government system, finding the government official who has a conscious of being a

good government official to take care and solve that part.



