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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the rights of the suspects and the
accused under the B.E.2540Thai constitution. This research was conducted
quantitatively by investigating and using questionnaires as meaning tools to collect the
data. The questionnaires were separated into 2 groups. The first group consisted of the
suspects and accused in Chiang Mai province. The second group consisted of the
ordinary people who were above 18 years old in Chiang Mai province.

The result of the study, according to the group of suspects and the accused,
was that, the awareness and understanding of their rights under the B.E.2540 Thai
constitution were low. The hypothesis analyzing showed that the different factors
concerning age, level of education, occupation, income and domicile had statistical
significant relations with the differences of the awareness and understanding of the
rights of the suspects and accused under the B.E.2540 Thai constitution. However, the
factors concerning gender and the experiences of the suspects and accused had no
relations with the awareness of the rights of the suspects and accused.

According to the result of the study of the ordinary people, the research found
that the awareness and understanding of the suspects and accused were in median

level. The difference in the level of education and income had statistically significant



relations with the awareness of the suspects and accused. The other different factors
concerning gender, age, occupation and domicile had no relation with the awareness of
the rights of the suspects and accused.

With regards to the rights of the suspects and the accused under the B.E.2540
Thai constitution, the group of the suspects and accused as well as the group of the
ordinary people were most familiar with the rights of the adequate visiting. The least
familiar rights they perceived were the rights to be investigated or to be examined with
rapidity, consistency and justice together with the rights to be examined by the full
committee.

In the overall of this study, there were factors that created obstacles to the
awareness of the rights of the suspects and accused, for the group of suspects and
accused as well as the group of ordinary people. Although the constitution has been the
supreme law of the nation, the articles concerning the recognition and protection of the
rights and liberty of the people had not been well practiced. There were also some
secondary laws that dishonored the constitution law. These problems impeded the
effective enforcement of the constitution. Therefore, the author would like to suggest that
everybody who may concern should encourage the training of the basic rights that
constituted in the constitution to create the understanding of the ordinary people and
revise some secondary laws at the earliest. The policy implementation should be based
on the information and knowledge to protect and nourish the human rights in the Thai

society. This will carry on to the ultimate intention of the people’s constitution.
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