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Abstract

A study entitled, “Causes in Committing Offenses and Evasion of Children and
Youths in the Chiang Mai Juvenile Correction and Prevention Center”, is designed 1) to
study general situations and offense committing of children and youths in the above
mentioned center, 2) to study different factors that caused offense committing and
evasion of children and youths from the Chiang Mai Juvenile Correction and
Prevention Center, and 3) to study children’s satisfaction toward their living
conditions, demands and relationship, including their attitude toward the Center
officers.

The study is based on the 245 samples that are children and youths in the
Chiang Mai Juvenile Correction and Prevention Center. In addition, an interview is
also held with the 5 Center officers.

Results of the study revealed that most of children and youths who responded
the questionnaire are males who finished junior high school, and are the first child of
the family. With regard to personal habit, they are hot-tempered, emotional and have
no self-control.

Out of all the causes, to be persuaded by friends is the most repeated offense
and the next is carelessness and the like, such as drunkenness, furious anger and so
forth. The majority of children thought that the confinement of children and youths
in the so-called Center is a successful means to solve the juvenile delinquency
problem. Of all the offenses committed by the children, the most redundant offense is
stealing and followed by drug dealing and body injury. And almost all of them

confessed that it is the first time for them to have committed such offense.



As regards the satisfaction toward living conditions and attitude toward
relationship with the officers, it is found that they are satisfied with the living
conditions on medium scale.

With a view to their expectations and demands in the future, it is found that
most of children and youths in the Center thought that if they are released, they will
return home and stay with their parents. They also wanted to further their studies and
to have love and hospitality from their parents or somebody in the family. Moreover,
if possible, they will continue to study or to gain more knowledge so as to engage
themselves in their own business and want to be forgiven and accepted by all in the
family and society.

Most of children and youths in the Center have never thought to escape from
the Center. But a few have ever thought of escape owing to different factors, such as
being bored of the Center, no meeting with friends, wishing to go home, and no
familiarity with the confined life. But some children have never thought of escape

because they do not know where to go and are afraid of being arrested and punished.
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