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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1. To study the personal characteristics of the
teenagers who were engaged in the use of methamphetamine, 2. To study their attitudes towards
the intensity of the problem of methamphetamine using and 3. To study the relationship between
their personal characteristics and the attitudes.

Purposive sampling was used to collect quantitative data from 84 teenagers who had
committed the drug abuse and were then detained at the Juvenile Protection Office in Chiang Mai
Province, with the use of a closed-ended questionnaire. Statistical method used to analyze data
involved percentage, mean and ANOVA.

The findings were:

Family was the most important factor causing the differences in the intensity of the
problem of drug abuse, particularly the marital status of the parents. In fact, if the family were
highly united, that is, both the father and the mother took good care of their children by giving
love, quidance in conducting their lives, then the teenagers would tend to perceive that the
problem was more serious
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