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Abstract

This piece of research aims to study the attitudes of the local residents
of Hang Dong District, Chiang Mai, toward the role of the kamnan and the village
headmen with special reference to their leadership roles, their roles in persuading
the tesidents in their respective communities to participate in politics. It also aims
to study certain factors that influence the decision—making of the residents of that
same district in the process of their political participation.

Samples of the respondents are drawn from a total of 100 local residents
aged 18 years and above—those who are eligible to vote in the general election of

the Members of Parliament (MPs) and those whose registered domiciles are Hang




Dong District of Chiang Mai.  The written stractured questionnaires were
administered fo them.

According to the research findings, the respondents are of the opinion
that the kamnan and the village headmen play a leading role in persuading the
local residents to apply for membership of the political parties with which the
kamnan and the village headmen concemed are officially affiliated. The kamnan
and the village headmen also take a major role in urging the residents to cast the
electoral ballots for the party candidates whom they personaily recommend. The
research also finds out that the kamnan and the village headmen usually lead the
residents in lodging the relevant protests and in presenting petitions and pleas to the
government agencies and the authorities concerned. However, the research finds to
the contrary that the kamnan and the village headmen play a negligible role in
promoting the residents’ knowledge of democratic govemment, nor do they
persuade the residents under their jurisdiction to pay even a scant attention to the
broadcast of the domestic news of the country.

As regards the factors that influence the decision-~making of the
respondents in taking part in the politics of the local communities, the majority of
the respondents states that money laundered from vote-buying is regarded as the
most important factor in making the respondents cast their votes for the potential
incumbents of the political positions at the local levels. Ranked next in importance
is the personal charisma coupled with the feelings of considerateness that is deeply
embedded in the personalities of the kamnan and the village headmen. These are
the very factors that attract the respondents in exercising their voting rights.

Pertaining to the roles of the kamnan and the village headmen in the
general affairs of the communities, the respondents express the view that the

kamnan and the village headmen indeed play only a very insignificant role in




helping to promote the development of their local communities. The local residents
often resort to self—help as a means to solve their own problems. Only when the
matter of gaining benefits from the politicians comes to the fore will the kamnan
and the village headmen then assume a prominent role. It is noteworthy that
instances such as this is considered as the muatter of reciprocation on the part both

of the kamnan and the village headmen and the politicians.




